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Atheistical and Blasphemous 
Notoriety Seekers ? 
The Australasian Republican Association, 
Charters Towers, 1890-1891 
by Glenn A. Davies 
The year 1990 is the centenary of the foundation of the Charters 
Towers-based Australasian Republican Association (ARA). The 
concept of republicanism and the wish to create an Australian republic 
have had quite a long tradition, and mixed fortunes. According to 
Professor Winterton, in this country 
republican agitation reached its zenith around the time of Queen 
Victoria's Golden Jubilee in 1887, but declined rather dramatically 
within the next twenty years and remained low for most of this 
century.' 
The political events of 1975 were largely responsible for the initial 
political impetus for the contemporary Australian republican 
movement. This movement continued to gain momentum during the 
second half of the 1970's. It is arguable though whether support for 
republicanism has increased in Australia during the intervening fifteen 
years. Indeed, public opinion polls suggest that the pro-monarchy 
vote is set at around 60% and the pro-republic vote around 30%. 
The bicentennial year of 1988 was a time of national reflection, for 
many Australians, upon the past two hundred years of white 
Australian settlement. There were visits by the Monarch and her 
family, the opening of a new federal parliament building, the staging 
of a world exposition at Brisbane, and the antithetical appointment 
of a self-admitted republican to the office of Governor-General. All 
these events contributed to a rekindling of support in republicanism. 
The 1975 dismissal, and the more recent controversy over Bill 
Hayden's appointment to the office of Governor-General, have been 
responsible for bringing once more to the foreground the ancient 
debate between republicans and monarchists. Since the republican 
movement failed to achieve its dream of an Australian republic in 
1988, it seems an opportune time to analyse a republican episode 
pertinent to the political development of colonial Queensland. This 
study of Charters Towers republicanism, through its journal the 
Australian Republican, aims to shed new light on Charters Towers 
and, therefore, Queensland politics. 
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The early 1890's in AustraUa were a time rich in radical ideas. The 
first generation educated under the compulsory clauses of the 
Education Act of 1875 had reached adulthood. In their uncertain 
political future Federation was but one of several possibiUties. The 
industrial labour movement had peaked and was beginning, in the 
face of a massive economic depression, to demonstrate its weaknesses. 
The response was a surge of Australian working class political 
thinking. Some of their ideas were new, but most had been derived 
from popular American or European political pubUcists.^ In general 
these publicists focussed on nationaUsm, Utopian socialism or class 
politics. It was Denis Murphy who argued that the early Labor Party 
was never a doctrinaire socialist party, rather it was a pluralism 
of Marxist, Fabian, Utopian, Liberal and other ideas which 
coalesced more or less harmoniously within an umbrella political 
party.' 
In mining centres throughout the colony, the consolidation of the 
Amalgamated Miners' Association (AMA), and the creation of the 
more general alliance of unions through the Australian Labour 
Federation (ALF), were the major activities of the labour movement 
during 1889-1890. The objectives of the ALF showed a marked 
continuity of traditional union demands and were liberal-reformist 
in character. These objectives revealed a pragmatic awareness of the 
need for the ALF to establish better organisation to achieve its 
demands. One of the original demands of the ALF was the 
establishment of a Labour newspaper. This was a popular ambition 
in union circles: partly a reflection of Fabian influences on the Labour 
movement, and also evidence of the perennial liberal belief in 
education as the necessary element in the progress of society. Before 
1890 there had been a strong element in favour of moderate reform 
in the labour movement. Fabianism believed in a kind of reformist 
sociaUsm, based on democracy and gradual, piecemeal, evolutionary 
social change. In the long run Fabians hoped to promote a gradual 
transition from a capitalist to a socialist society. Their arguments were 
presented as a natural extension of liberalism, and a continuation 
of development from the political to the social sphere. Indeed it was 
considered that a Labour newspaper would, by selected propaganda, 
educate the working-class, develop class-consciousness and counteract 
the influence of the conservative papers." 
Contemporaneous with the emergence of the ALF was the 
formation of the ARA. The ARA was one of the small political 
organisations which were spawned during the heady days of the union 
amalgamations. The objects of the ARA were in harmony with many 
aspects of the Labour Party and it was considered by some as an 
extended branch of liberalism.^ In order to understand the 
formation of the Labour Party it is essential to understand the many 
101 
disparate elements which combined to create it: the republican 
movement was one of these elements. 
THE MOVEMENT ESTABLISHED 
The republican movement that began in Charters Towers on 3 
February 1890 possessed a number of distinctive antecedents. The 
first was the formative influence that the long sweep of European 
history had upon republican thought: from the Greek city-states to 
the establishment of the French republic. The second involved the 
Australian tradition of republican thought and activity, which drew 
heavily on British and American sources. Amos states that the 
Australian colonies inherited from Europe two strands of nationalism: 
the major strand consisted of a majority Anglo-Protestant sense of 
loyalty to imperial Britain; the minority strand consisted of mainly 
Catholic, Irish patriotism. He argued that, in the process, Irish 
restlessness permeated emerging Australian nationalism 
invariably steering it towards a sense of self-determination, 
encouraging a republican strand within it, and generally providing 
a vigorous political and cultural alternative to antipodean British 
provincialism.^ 
This provided Charters Towers republicans with an antipodean 
historical context. The third, and local antecedent, lay within the 
confines of Charters Towers. This was the republican literary circle 
of Charters Towers which inherited the strong influence of the editor 
of the Northern Miner, Thadeus O'Kane.^ The columns of the 
Northern Miner between 1873 and 1889 were an outlet for the 
intellectual baggage that a younger, even more radical, O'Kane had 
carried from his native Ireland. The O'Kane editorials served as local 
harbingers for the younger, more overt. Charters Towers repubUcans 
of the early 1890's. 
The ARA began its public activities in Charters Towers in 1890 
with a series of debates which revealed much about the organisation's 
leadership, membership, ideology, programme, tactics, and influence. 
As a means of developing and propagating their principles, the ARA 
held these debates every Sunday afternoon in the Town HaU.* The 
topics of the weekly debates centred initially upon the planks of the 
ARA's manifesto. These debates provide a wealth of information, 
revealing the ideological sentiment underpinning the ARA's 
leadership and membership.' They also offered gUmpses of the 
town's culture, its social dynamics, the issues which mobilised its 
citizens, and the processes of its public Ufe. The ARA was more than 
just another of the myriad debating societies in Charters Towers. The 
factors which made it unique were the substantial membership, the 
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The ARA was officially inaugurated on 3 February 1890, and by 
the 21 February 1890 thirteen members had enrolled.'" On 23 
February 1890 it was resolved that the ARA adopt the motto 
"Independence, peacefully achieved if it may be, but Independ-
ence"." This motto reflected the general tone of the fundamental 
principles and aims of the ARA. The ARA manifesto called for the 
maintenance of Australia as a white society, wage protection, 
reduction of working hours, protection of land, electoral measures, 
mine safety, simplification of the justice system, non-intervention 
of banks in the economy, improvement of the education system, 
abolition of capital punishment, opposition to boy labour, opposition 
to imperial titles, and the estabUshment of the referendum.'^ One 
important aspect that emerges from this manifesto was that the call 
for a republic was not a primary objective among the immediate aims 
of the ARA: it was placed in a succeeding paragraph indicating that 
the call for a republic was seen as a long-term aim. The ARA 
appeared to give far more immediate priority to reforms that were 
short-term, often locally oriented, and at times parochial. It was more 
interested in changing aspects in society that immediately affected 
them. It was in fact a reformist, moderate association, which sought 
change through existing institutions, rather than an extremist 
republican clique, as was depicted by its opponents.'^ In this 
manifesto were elements of racism, anti-imperialism, and an 
overwhelming sense of adherence to constitutional means of 
reforming society. There is no doubt that this policy statement hoped 
to reform society, but it promised not to resort to revolutionary 
means. At the inaugural meeting the republicans of Charters Towers 
called 
upon all who seek the emancipation of labour, and who would 
make Australia a Democratic commonwealth of free and 
independent people, to join with us in organising a party on this 
broad platform of national rights and equal justice 
. . . we . . . desire by constitutional methods to build up the 
Republic of the Southern Seas:, to establish justice:, to preserve 
liberty:, to extend the spirit of Australian nationality:, and to elevate 
humanity.'" 
The belief in reformation through constitutional means was 
fundamental to the ARA. The members of the ARA were drawn from 
all classes of the Charters Towers community and nearly every trade 
and occupation on the field was represented.'^ The weekly 
discussions were conducted in an orderly manner and it was stressed 
that every member present had as much right as another to express 
himself upon any matter under discussion. The result was that the 
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meetings of the ARA were always attended by a body of men 
representing a cross-section of the community.'^ At its largest the 
membership of the ARA in Charters Towers was just over seven 
hundred."* This represented roughly ten per cent of Charters Towers' 
eligible voters. The result was the emergence of the ARA as a middle 
power in local politics. 
ESTABLISHING THE JOURNAL 
A committee of seven assumed managerial and editorial 
responsibility for the Australian Republican. This committee 
contained the three prominent Charters Towers socialists Andrew 
Dawson, John Dunsford and Charles McDonald.'^ From the 
general election of 1893 onwards, the Charters Towers Labour Party 
dominated the city electorally, and proselytised elsewhere in north 
Queensland. Dawson, Dunsford, and McDonald were to be elected 
to the Queensland Legislative Assembly in 1893. Dawson was to 
become Queensland Premier in 1899, in 1901 returned at the top of 
the Labour Senate ticket, and appointed Minister of Defence in the 
1904 Watson Labor Government. McDonald also moved from the 
colonial Legislature to the House of Representatives in 1901 and was 
for many years Speaker of the House. Dunsford remained in the 
colonial Legislature untU his death in 1905. 
The first edition of the Australian Republican, which was originally 
a fortnightly journal, had been published on 21 June 1890. The early 
issues of the Australian Republican did not identify a single editor. 
It carried the imprint: 
Printed and published at the AustraUan Republican Printing office, 
on the premises of Henry Murgatroyd, Gill Street, Charters Towers, 
Queensland by Patrick Leahy and James Clarke, the trustees of 
the Australasian Republican Association.^" 
The journal was originally threepence a copy and was posted free 
to any part of the Australasian colonies.^' 
On 18 October 1890 F.C.B. Vosper took over editorial control and 
immediately made the Australian Republican a weekly.^ ^ During 
Vosper's previous tenure as sub-editor on the Northern Miner he had 
acquired a reputation among the miners on the Charters Towers field 
for a high quality of journalism. After the death of Thadeus O'Kane 
in May 1890, and the assumption of the editorship by his son John 
Gregory O'Kane, the Northern Miner lost much of its radical tone. 
Vosper became disenchanted with this changed political orientation 
of the Northern Miner, and in October 1890 accepted the editorship 
of the Australian Republican. In his introductory editorial Vosper 
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stressed that the object of the journal would continue to be the 
advocacy of a republic.^' 
John Henry Dunsford, newsagent and tobacconist, was 
instrumental in the formation of the ARA in January 1890, was 
President of the ARA for two half-yearly terms, and was an office-
holder from its inauguration until its demise in August 1891. Bolton 
described Dunsford as the 'ideas man' among Charters Towers 
radicals, as he had time "to read and disseminate the literature of 
Henry George, Marx, Bellamy, and other socialist thinkers".^'' It 
was Dunsford's bookshop that was the Charters Towers headquarters 
for a group that avidly discussed and disseminated the great ideas 
of the late nineteenth century.^^ Three decades before there had been 
a radical focal point on another colonial bookshop. In a Uttle parlour 
at the back of Henry Parkes' shop in Sydney, the political and literary 
radicals and republicans of New South Wales had traded ideas and 
pamphlets.^'' Dunsford bookshop echoed of these times. In fact 
when F.C.B. Vosper took over editorial control of the Australian 
Republican in October 1890 he moved the printery to the back of 
Dunsford's bookshop in GiU Street, Charters Towers.^ ^ It was from 
this shop that Dunsford sold books and operated a free and 
circulating library of radical literature. In the first extant edition of 
the Australian Republican Dunsford advertised for sale the following 
works and newspapers: 
Advanced Literature Depot — Works by Tom Paine, Ingersoll, 
Carlyle, Morrison, Davidson, Henry George, Russell Wallace, 
Annie Besant, Michael Davitt, Volney, and numerous other authors. 
Agent for Sydney Bulletin, Boomerang, Australian Repubhcan, 
Liberator, Reynold's, and all other leading newspapers.^ ^ 
All these freely available texts and journals were exponents of the 
secular tradition. Titles such as Rights of Man, Ruins of Empires, 
and On Miracles and Modern Spiritualism reflect the importance of 
the secular stronghold of Dunsford's bookshop in the radical 
education of the Charters Towers community. 
The term republicanism is notorious for having different meanings, 
in different places, at different times. Reduced to fundamentals, a 
republic is one of the political systems in which power rests with the 
people and is exercised on their behalf by their elected, or appointed, 
representatives. Republican ideas have fluctuated in prominence in 
European political thought ever since their origins in the city-states 
of Greece. However, with the advent of the American and French 
revolutions, republican ideology altered. The American Declaration 
of Independence of 1776 heralded the establishment of the first 
powerful and enduring republic since the ancient world. EverdeU 
argues that the definition which John Adams found perfect for his 
Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States 
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of America was based upon the reference to 'republic' in Samuel 
Johnson's dictionary: a government of more than one. This definition 
excluded only tyranny and absolute monarchy where the king was 
above the law.^' Adams' Defence reverberates the Harringtonian 
definition of a republic as an 'empire of laws and not of men'. The 
American founding fathers Jefferson and Taylor opposed Adams, 
and argued that a republic implied a government by citizens acting 
directly and personally, according to rules set up by the majority of 
them.-'" 
In Europe the republican tradition consisted of political opposition 
to absolute monarchy, established churches and ruling oligarchies. 
The links between the English civil war and its repubhcan legacy, 
and the various revolutions of the eighteenth century in Europe were 
quite substantial. From Harrington onwards, republicans viewed 
the ordered universe not by reference to an imposed, supernatural 
order, administered as it were by God's self-styled representatives, 
kings, oligarchs and the like, but by recourse to the notion that 
spirit lives in nature, in people as in all objects." 
These advocates of republicanism formulated arguments for a 
secular order in an effort to create a balanced and representative 
system of government. 
The term repubUc is often commonly defined as a straight contrast 
with monarchy. In order to understand the ideological machinery 
behind the ARA it is essential to determine in what light the ARA 
viewed republicanism. The essence of their viewpoint is encapsulated 
in the editorial of the Australian Republican, the official journal of 
the ARA, on 23 August 1890: 
Broadly speaking, we may say that Republicanism, as it is now 
understood, aims, primarily, at securing and maintaining the 
sovereign rights of the people, or, in other words, ensuring the 
public good by identifying those governing with those governed.'^  
The Australian tradition of republicanism was influenced by a 
number of EngUsh theorists. Much of the language of the Australian 
Republican resonated Bentham's political philosophy. Although the 
Benthamite utilitarian tradition was prominent in the Australian 
Republican, the language that Richard Carlile used in the 
Republican" reverberated much stronger. Better known as a 
publicist and publisher of atheism, Carlile emerged as the leading 
English advocate of repubUcanism in the early I820's. By 1822, Carlile 
had become an ardent supporter of 'atheism and infidelity'. To 
Carlile's several thousand followers, infidelity meant atheism, and 
'republicanism and infidelity' became their catchwords.'"* Carlile's 
first biographer, G.J. Holyoake, stated that he had 
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reached the climax of atheism on the title page to his tenth volume 
of the Republican, where he declared "There is no such God in 
existence as any man has preached; nor any kind of God".'' 
Carlile's chief vehicle, and focal point of atheism, was the popular 
periodical. Through the reissuing of the works of Paine, and other 
freethought classics, the publication of the Republican, and his own 
literary martydom, Carlile saw as his mission the exposure and 
denunciation of 'priestcraft and kingcraft'. This had resonance with 
the ARA who were labelled as 'atheistical and blaspemous notoriety 
seekers', who freely used the terms 'priestcraft and kingcraft' in their 
debates, and who adopted a sympathetic title for their journal. As 
a result of the secular material published, CarUle was convicted under 
the Blasphemous and Seditious Libels Act of 1820, and sentenced 
to a number of years imprisonment in Dorchester Gaol.'* Indeed, 
the fate of Carlile should have been heeded by a future republican 
editor, F.C.B. Vosper, when he penned the editorial 'Bread or 
Blood?'.'" 
In general the Charters Towers community refused to accept the 
imposition of puritan ideals and sectarianism upon the community. 
Hayston cogently argued that 
. . . by rejecting the Church's desires to prescribe their personal 
and social habits, and by favouring communal harmony over the 
right of any religious denomination to forward its doctrinal and 
political viewpoints, the citizens of Charters Towers unquestionably 
subordinated the forces of religion to the attractions of human 
happiness and advancement.'^ 
It was predictable that the radical editor Thadeus O'Kane should 
lead the rationalist attack against established religion.'^ The treatises 
discussed in O'Kane's Northern Miner included Alfred Russell 
Wallace,"" John Milton,'" and Henry George,''^ among many others. 
Indeed, Henry George's Progress and Poverty was a frequent subject 
in the Northern Miner.'*^ In the 1880's, O'Kane ran columns entitled 
'Aesthetics', which dealt with such esoteric topics as the defence of 
Latin,*'' and 'Independent Column', which brought to the miners' 
notice such diverse characters as John Stuart MiU, Henry Kendall, 
Joseph Cook, and Florence Nightingale."*' Indeed, O'Kane prided 
himself on his literary tastes. He claimed to have always on his desk, 
Homer, Tacitus and Horace,''* and that he was responsible for the 
introduction to the School of Arts library of Tyndall, Darwin, Huxley, 
Colenso, and others of that genre.""^  It was through the Northern 
Miner's piecemeal publication of these secular treatises that the 
ordinary people of Charters Towers were first exposed to the alleged 
obsolence of religion. It was clear that reUgion in Charters Towers 
had fallen under the dominion of the secular mentality well before 
the formation of the ARA. Another important Charters Towers 
source of secular works was Dunsford's bookshop. Secular thought 
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was also at the heart of the Charters Towers Freethinkers group and 
the North Queensland Secular Association (NQSA), the theme for 
numerous pamphleteers, a favourite topic of public lectures, and a 
regular topic for the large secular-minded portion of the colonial 
press. 
RELIGIOUS ISSUES 
It is important to note that the Charters Towers-based NQSA 
possessed a number of prominent repubUcans. These included John 
Dunsford and Andrew Dawson, with F.C.B. Vosper as the first 
secretary. Vosper presented the NQSA's first lecture on the subject 
"The Follies of Theology".'*^ This was followed by a series of 
polemical lectures on successive Saturdays. 
An ideological sermon was given at the Charters Towers School 
of Arts on Friday, 2 May 1890, when the Reverend Canon Tucker, 
Pastor of the local Anglican church. President of the Charters Towers 
School of Arts, member of the ARA, and the Charters Towers 
republican "divine","*' presented a lecture entitled "Australian 
Independence". In this lecture he asked "Are we ready for it? What 
would be its advantages? What should be the constitution of the 
Australian nation?"'" The term Australian independence was later 
defined by R.D. Walshe as 
the protest against Imperial interference, the special bitterness 
against British attempts to revive a form of transportation, the 
general support of the claim for self-government, and the strong 
current republicanism." 
In his lecture Tucker argued that a nation 
is a portion of the human race which forms a political centre to 
itself; which is amenable to no other centre; rounded and complete 
in itself; politically self-sufficient.'^  
He continued by arguing that the probable advantages to Australia 
of national independence were divisible into two classes: the political 
and the intellectual. Politically, an independent AustraUa would 
possess increased security from the dangers and trials of war, for no 
longer would Australia be forced to participate in any Imperial 
skirmishes. The intellectual advantages lay with humans being 
so constituted that the faculties of [their] mind can be developed 
to their utmost capacity only when in a condition of absolute 
freedom ... in proportion, as we approach nearer and nearer to 
that condition, so do the faculties of our mind become more and 
more developed ... A community that would bring forth the highest 
that is in it, must be politically free — must be a nation." 
Tucker visualised only two forms of government open to an 
Australian nation leaving the British Empire. One course was the 
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creation of an Australian monarchy, the other the establishment of 
an Australian republic.''* Tucker's lecture was reported in the Sydney 
Bulletin, which had taken the credit for the incubation of 
republicanism in Australia," and was pleased to say that 
the Bulletin has not lived in vain; the fiery cross of Republican 
propaganda is passing from hand to hand.'* 
The lecture was clearly well supported when one thousand or more 
miners arose en masse at its conclusion 
and appeared for fully five minutes to be literally frantic with 
exceitement. Men cheered until they were hoarse, threw up their 
hats, and cheered again and again.'^ 
Although Tucker never clearly stated his support for an Australian 
republic in his lecture, it was obvious that his allegience lay with the 
republican movement. Tucker's lecture did not go down well with 
his ecclesiastical colleagues. He was called to order by his superior. 
Bishop Webber, for lecturing on republicanism.'* By the end of May 
1890 Tucker had requested that his name be removed from the list 
of members of the ARA. The democratic canon, whilst obeying the 
orders of his spiritual superiors, refused to retreat further than having 
his name removed from the roll: 
His principles remain unaltered, and he is not afraid of letting them 
be known, even though not one grovellor, but the whole bench of 
sycophantic prelates held up their hands and distended their lantern 
jaws in holy horror at the idea of a parson having the temerity, 
not only of holding liberal and democratic views, but of attempdng 
to express them." 
The censoring of Tucker demonstrated that the Church in Australia, 
like its contemporary European counterpart, viewed these late 
nineteenth century secular reappraisals of the nature of man and 
religion that were often a part of republican discussion, as a threat 
to the basic principles of the Christian religion. 
Within a month religion again played a part in the ARA. This was 
the Van Tassell balloon incident. The incident began with a 
Sabbatarian objection to the desecration of the Sabbath by a portion 
of the Charters Towers community. Before coming to Charters Towers 
the Van Tassell sisters had performed their balloon act in TownsviUe 
on a Sunday in front of a crowd made up of the defence forces and 
over two thousand citizens. At the performance the Reverend James 
Stewart of Townsville tried to have the proceedings stopped, as it was 
breaking the Sabbath.*" The next Sunday the balloon act was to be 
performed in Charters Towers. However, after religious groups lobbied 
Premier Morehead, the Van Tassell sisters were denied permission 
to perform their balloon act. This was instructed to them by Warden 
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Mowbray, Police Magistrate of Charters Towers." This political 
interference infuriated the generally anti-sabbatarian Charters Towers. 
The ARA drafted a protest to the Queensland colonial secretary 
which argued that 
the action of the authorities in Brisbane in preventing the balloon 
ascent of Miss Van Tassell this day . . . we consider . . . an 
infringement of the liberties of the people (a wrong to one being 
a wrong to all) and we consider such action an insult to the 
intelligence of this community.*^ 
This protest must have had an effect for an article in the Charters 
Towers Times described the Sunday Van TasseU balloon ascent at the 
Charters Towers racecourse with nearly five thousand people present. 
This is in line with Hayston's view that the general community 
rejected Sabbatarianism as farcical and unrepresentative. The ARA 
regarded the intervention of the authorities on behalf of an influential 
few as a trespass upon a basic right of freedom and choice.*' 
Support for the ARA was boosted enormously with the onset of 
the shearers' strike of 1891. However as the strike continued support 
from the labour movement began to focus more and more on the 
various union organisations. On 11 July 1891, WF. Potts, the 
proprietor of the rival labour paper, the Charters Towers Times, 
appealed for support amongst the Charters Towers workers for his 
faiUng paper. He asserted that his journal had not received a sufficient 
amount of support in the past from those it represented. In Potts' 
view, Labour had not supported the journal which supported its 
institution: "heart and soul".*'* Instead the support of the local 
labour movement was given to the Australian Republican. 
DEMISE 
Originally the Australian Republican had been intended to become 
a daily paper, although sufficient funds had never become available. 
In July 1891 John Dunsford and F.C.B. Vosper attempted to 
implement the establishment of a daily workers' newspaper as a 
means of reviving the flagging repubhcan membership.*' In a 
vitriolic letter to the editor, a supporter of the Charters Towers Times 
proposed that the reason for the attempt to establish a workers' paper 
by Dunsford and Vosper was 
that you, [the Charters Towers Times], took the cause of the 
workers on this field and fought so manfully, so bravely and so 
ably, thereby taking the wind out of the sails of the republican 
paper, which it was their intention to issue as a daily as soon as 
funds would permit . . . but all to no purpose as it is assuredly 
dying of a natural death . . . ** 
The action of Dunsford and Vosper sounded the death knell of 
the ARA.*^ The proposed workers' paper was alleged by its 
110 
opponents as an attempt on behalf of a few prominent repubUcans 
to feather their own nest and in the process crush their adversary 
the Charters Towers Times.^^ An editorial in the Charters Towers 
Times claimed that the Australian Republican was responsible for 
the failing of the Charters Towers Times and asserted that the ARA 
was made up of a clique of a 
few atheistical and blasphemous notoriety seekers, who are no more 
fit associates for, or guides of the labour party than the most 
corrupt and lying scandal mongers who debase society.*' 
This was the end. The workers' paper meeting was adjourned 
indefinitely through lack of support from the local labour movement. 
The outcome was that the Charters Towers Times and the Australian 
Republican closed within two weeks of each other.™ As the 
Australian Republican folded in August 1891, so did the ARA. 
The ARA was different to the myriad debating societies in late 
nineteenth century Queensland in that it published a regular journal, 
attempted to propagate its views through the estabUshment of 
repubhcan branches and, at its height, asserted itself as a "middle 
power" in the Charters Towers political maelstrom. The ARA also 
functioned as an incubator for a number of young republican tigers 
who developed prominent political careers in the interest of Labour. 
But were they 'atheistical and blasphemous notoriety seekers' as their 
opponents asserted? What can be said is that the ARA's secular 
attitudes were largely due to the backing and access of a substantial 
collection of secular works, and the small radical literary circle that 
were influential during the I880's and 1890's." 
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